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4 HE whole Sermon is comprehended in 39 pages, the 
4* _- - firſt x2 of which, or to page 12,-are employed.as an 
\L | _ Introduftion Or Apparatss to' his Text and Defign: 
| and page 12, the Preacher ſays, he intends to prove, 


that the Eife, Motion, Eſſence and Nature of Man. is derived from God, 


- >. be proved to Men of my opinion, who do willingly agree the 
groove his Aſſeftion. ets 

#7. P,.13. he fayshe will proye, That there is an Immaterial Sub- 
fance in Man, which we call Soul and Spirit, _m_ diſtini# from 

our Bodjes. And. this if he ſhall ſubſtantially perform, it ſhall 

aſs for heroic and aboye all ordinary power ; but preſently he 

focks ro ayoid and ſhift ofthis performance of Proving,by faying, 

that the thing is: evident jn it ſilf. Bur this I do utrerly deny, 

and think rhe contrary more evident, viz. That the humane Soul 

| is a material Spirit genorated, growing, and falling with th: Boay, 
' and rifing again with it at the ſound of the woice As Archangel, 
| and the trump of God, And upon this Difference berween our Po- 
firions, the ftate of our . preſent Controverſie'will depend. 
t have denied this his Aſſertion, That the thing is ſelf-evident. 
Why, bur ſays he, There s ſomething in Max's Compoſuion that 
thinks, deliberates, conſents and attuates all humane Senſations and 
Powers; thiſe Adtivities cannos come from nothing, th:refore thy 
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and 'may dirett Men to the knowledge of him: but all this need not ; ” 
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eom? from an immaterial Soul or Spirit in Man. To this I an- 
ſiver, his Conſequence is not good ; viz. Thele Powers come 
from ſomething, ergo, from an Immaterial Spirit : for they may 
come from a Material Spirit. In proof whereof argue a /mil; - 


The Plants live, grow, flouriſh and fruQtifie by-a Material Spi- 


4 v it : The Inſedts act admirably by a like Spirit : The Beutes at 


tenfibly and knowingly by a like Spirit : ergo, Man may perform 
all his natural Functions by the like means of a Material Spirir, 
inſpiring .and ating the proper Organs which God hath made 
apt for {uch purpoſes. We ſee, in a Muſical Organ, every Pipe 
hath its proper Sound and Function, and the ſame Breath atts 
them all ; and therein appears a great Effet and Power of Mat- 
ter and Motion, rightly fabricated, and acted by the hand of 
Artiſts : and what then may not God do with them and by them, 
when he pleaſerh ? | 
take a ſecond Exception to his ſaying, there is ſomething iz 
Man's Compoſition that thinks, argues, &c. He ſays there is no 
Man ſo ſceptical as to deny this, or to doubr of it ; but his Mi- 
ſtake is great in it: for I do bclicye, that there is not any parti- 
cular thing in Man's compoſition that thinks, argu's, &c. butthas 
x is the Man himſelf, viz. the whole Compoſition of Soul and 
Body by a divine and. admirable Contexture ynited , which 
thinks, argues, and doth all other natural chingd, which God 
hath given him a Power and Propenſity to do. Ir is not the 
Preacher's ſom?thing in Man that doth all thoſe things which he 
mentions ; butf is the May that doth them, nor that ſomething 
which he will ſurmiſe to be the Soul, for that cannot act without 
the bodily Organs, not think without the Brain, nor remember 
without the Organ of: Memory, any more than ſee without an 
Eye, -or fpeak wichout a Tongue, or generate without a proper 
Organ for that purpoſe. 
And this needs be no news to our Preacher, for his Maſter 
_ Ariſtotle, in his treatiſe of the Sou, 1h. 2. cap. 5. counts it a great 
impropriety of ſpeaking to ſay, that the Sor! is ſorrorſu!, fearful, 
fenfitiv: or rational, anzry or the like; and that one may ſay as 
| properly, 
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properly, that the Soul weaves or builds ; and rhat it is not -pro- 
per to ſay, the Soul learns or reaſons, but the Man doth fo, 
viz. the whole Compoſitum of Soul-and Body doth them : further 
he ſaith there, 7o love, hate, think, or uſe reaſon, are not properly 
Aﬀettions or Aftions of the Soul, but of him-who hath the Soul. In 
his x. cap. didti Lib. he queſtions whether the Soul have any Af- 
fetions or Actions, not communicated to the Compoſitum or Per- 
ſon, but kept as peculiar to itlelf. Finally he ſays, Ir ſrems to 
him, that the Soul hath neithzr Defire, Anzer, F:ar, &c. nor can 
do or ſuffer by them without the Body ;- nor that it can ſo much as p:r- 
ceive or be ſenſible without it : th? very Intelled, he thinks, either 
i the Phanſte, or cannot be atted without it , and then cannot the 
Soul uſe it without help of the bodily Organs. Dicearrhus maintains 
his -Maſter's doQtrine in this point, and Plizy in his Natural 
Hiſtory, ib. 7. cap. 55. lays the like, Shew if. yeu can, \ays he, 
what is th: Subſtance and Boay of the Soul 2 (as it were) what kind 
of Matter is it apart from the Body ? where li:th th: Copitation which 
ri hath 2 how doth jhe ſee or hear ? what toucheth ſhe ? nay, what one 
thing doth ſhe 2 how is ſhe employed ? or if there Le none of all this in 
her, what good can be to her without them © ſurely theſe are tut Ima- 
ginations of Men, who fain wehld live always. And there 'is th: like 
Foolery in preſerving of Mens Dead Bodies :. yea, ſuch is the Folly and 
Vanity of Men, that they think the kuman Scul extends [naturally] to 
future Ages; and that Ghoſts ſeparated from their Bodies have Senſe,and 
thereupon render #ews them honour and worſhip ; making a God of him 
who is not ſo much as a Man; as if the manner of Mens Breathing dif+ 
fer'd from that of other Creatures. Thele were all perſons eminently 
learn'd,and yet they denied that Man's Powers were acted by any 
particular or ſpecitical ſomthing that was in him ; and affirmed 
' (as I do)that all are Actions ofthe Compoſitum,or the Man,a Cor- 
rexture of Soul and Body ; and by no means: can our Preacher's 
ſomething perform ſuch Olitces, without the divine-and admita- 
ble Contexture of Soul and Eody: for that the one: of thete 
without the other can do no ſuch things, nor can probably do or 
ſuffer anyrhing at all. 
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P. x 4- Our Preacher ſays, Such Powers and Aftions wuſt hav? 
an Efficient Canſe ; and I grant it, and afſign the Contexrure of 
Soul and Body in Man, as the Efficient and proper Caule of al 
{uch Actions. Then he ſays, that Cogitation, Volition and Sen- 
ſation are neither inherent in Matter as ſuch,nor acquirable ts Matter by 
any Motion or Modification of it. To this 1 anſwer, that Senſ{a- 
tion and Perception are inherent in Man and Beaſt, and to each 
of them belonging, as they are divine Compoſitions, or rather 
Contextures, of Soul and Body. Gen. 2. 7. ſays God formed Man 
of the duſt of the ground; {o c. 3.v. 19. God ſays to Man, ont of 
the ground waſt thou taken, for duſt thou art and to duſt ſhalt thou 
return. We know that human Arts. have (o far prevailed as to 
communicate to dead and hard Matter a fixed and regular Moti- 
en : Witneſs Architas his Dove,and Regiomontanus his Eagle,both 
madeof Wood, and a Fly of Iron made by the laſt, who all flew 
at their full liberty in the Air, to a certain and conſiderable di- 
ſtance, and returned in a regular manner to the places from 
whence they firſt ſer out ; and this, Men would not then believe 
could be done without an Immatertial Spirit; that theſe Engines 
therefore were moved by Dzmons, and the Artiſts were Conju- 
rers, was a common opinion of thoſe times, and hitherto 


{hoe Artiſts are with Difficulty defended from ſuch Imputartions. 


Dr. Wilks in his Anima Brutormm p. 40. De illis redarguendiss ſolici- 
tus non ſum, qui viventinm ſenſus & facultates quaſcunque prrcepti- 
was, non niſi a ſubſtantia immaterial immortalique obire poſſ conten= 
dunt ; he (ays, He did not think ſuch Thinkers worthy of any 
anſwer ; and this perhaps might be his reaſon for it, G knew 
that our Preacher's Aſſertion was maintained by ſeveral learned 
Men, but after a different mode of Argumentation : for when 
they were pre(s'd by the Argument taken from the Actions and 
Faculties of the Brutes,viz. that they have and a as many Sen- 
les as Men have, and ufe them as perfeAly, that they have as 
&rong and aftive AﬀeRtions, Paſſions, Appetites and local Mo- 
tions as Men have ; that they have Phanſie, Memory and Per- 
 ceivance; like thoſe of Men, tho in far lower degrees than thoſe 
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of Men are. Upon averment that all theſe Faculties in the 
Brutes were ao j by a material Spirit, and a demand why the 
fame might not be effefted among(t Men : the Maintainers of 
Immateriality ſeem much pur to it for an anſwer to this ObjeCti- 
on,and they are divided upon it : {ome of them ſay, that Brutes 
have neither Senſes, nor Afﬀections, nor Appetites, nor any ſort 
of Perceivances at all, and that they know no more of what they 
do, than rhe Organ-pipes know when they make Muſick, or a 
pair of Bellows that they blow the Fire ; whence they would in- 
fer, that they have not, and need not, any ſort of Soul, for 
that they neither uſe nor have any ſenſible Faculty ar all. Bur 
this Argument appears to me, as I ſuppole it did to Dr. Wilts, 
argumentum ducens ad abſurdums, and therefore bur a Fallacy, For 
what can lightly appear more abſurd to the common {tenſe of 
Mankind, than boldly and ſeriouſly to affirm that a Dog or a 
Horſe doth neither hear, ſee, ſmell, taſte, nor even feel, when 
they are whipt, ſparr'd or beaten; and that Beaſts have neither 
Love, Wrath, Fear, ExpeQtation or Deſire; theſe Afſertions ap-- 
pear {o contrary to Mens daily experience, and therefore {ſo ab- 
furd as to make Dr. Wills think ſuch Arguers deferve no an- 
{wer : and yer Des Cartes and Sir FX. Digby profeſs to argue on 
that fide, and thereby to ſupport the neceflary aliry ofa © 
human Soul. Others there are who, to ſupport the neceſiny of 
ſuca an Immateriality, take a quite different and even a.comrary 
courſe; for obſerving the fmity and abſurdity of thefore. 
cited Argument, they agree and acknowledge, that Brutes have 
and ule all their Sentes, Aﬀections, Paſſions, Appetites and lo- 
cal Motions as Men uſe them ; and that rhey haveand uſe Phan- 
fie, Memory, Perceivanceand Choice, like, but in a much low- 
er degree than thoſe of Men: bur, fay they, the Brutes cannor 
thus act withour the aſſiſtance and guidance of Spirits or Souls ; 
nay, and that it is not a Material Soul which can ſerve for ſuch 
purpoſes, bur that Brutes muſt of neceſlity be reputed ro have Im- 
material Souls, prazexiſtent before they came into their brural Bo- 
dics, and that ſhall ſubſiſt in a ſtate of Separation after the death 
| of 


[6] 


-of ſuch brutal Bodies: | And this they ſay and affirm, with de- 
ſign to perſuade,. that there is an abſolute neceſlity for Men 
- to have Immaterial. Souls; becauie, fay they, the very Brutes 
-cannot- a their Senſes and Faculties without ſuch Souls. And 
. theſe were {uch. Arguers as Dr W/lis thought not to deſerye his 
Anſwer: and yet Dr. More allerts this opinion in terminis; and 
. Baxter followsthe ſame very near, altho not altogether {o fully. 
\ Bur they are all eagerly bent to eſtabliſh the Immateriality, and 
Immortality of Human Souls; for fear, that otherwiſe there 
would not be a ſufficient ground or foundation. for the ex- 
-.peCtation of Rewards and Puniſhments future to this Life ; not 
enougly remembring' or conſidering the Article of the Reſurre- 
Con, .and_ the laſt Judgment, appointed by God for that very 
.purpoſe of diſtributing Recompences according to the behaviour 
which Men have uſed in paſling through the Trials and 'Temp- 
tations of this World. | 

Our Preacher inſiſts, 7hat. if Senſation were inherent in Matter, 

Stocks and Stones would be Percipient and Rational Creatures. 

'To, this, I ſay, that may be competent to, and inherent-in one 

ſort of Matter,which is yery incompetent to,and incoherent with, - 

Another ſort of Matter. But he ſeems to intend a confounding all 
ſorrs of Matter-togerher, as if Logs, Metals, and Stones, were 
of the ſame nature with Fleſh, Blood and Brain, or thoſe of 

. Warer, Air and Fire; amongſt all which forts of Matter, I ſay, 
there are very great Differences; and ſome of theſe ſorts of Mat- 

ter are capable. of fuch Effects and Operations, as others of 
them are not. 

P. 15. Aimed only againſt Atheiſts,, and ſuch as deny there are 
any Spiritual Subſturces. 1 lay thereunto, I am not of that Belicf 
.or Opinion. 

- P.17..He ſays, Matter cannot acquire Motion of it ſelf. This 
1 deny: For 1 ſay, that Wind and Fire are Matter, and yet 
_SelE-moyers ; .nor do:they, or can they, eyer loſe their Motion, 
-or ccale moving 1o. long. as they continue to ber Wind or Fire. 
.And if we ſhall conſider the Dult-of which Adam was made, we 


may 
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may find that it may be ſo comminuted and refined ,” as 
when pounced through a fine Searce, th2 ſmalleſt part of it wilt 
riſe up again like a thin cloud, aſcending upwards of itſelf, and 
apt to be moved with every little Breath; reſembling, and finz 
as thoſe Atoms which we call Motes in the Sun, and which of 
rheir own nature maintaina perpetual Motion. It ſeems a Compo- 
ſitum of ſuch ative Particles impregnated with rorid Steams and 
Juices apt to-'aſcend by adhering to any ſolid Body, are not aps 
alone for Motion, but that by the hand and skill ofa Divine Ars 
tiſt there may be made of ſuch like Ingredients,” a Cogitative 
Matter. For an inſtance of which, we may propound the In- 
ſeats, who have nothing but mere earth-and duſt impreznated 
for their Originals, and yer ad regularly, and according to ths 


Rules and Directions of Art and Science ; witneſs the Bees, the - 


Ants, and the aimirable Textures of the Spiders; God 'thereby 
revealing ' to us, that he can; out of mere Matter,  pro- 
duce Arts and Sciences,and eſpecially fbr the preſervation Yr be- 
nefit of his Creatures : but far beyond the Pradtife or Knows 
ledge of Men to perform, and even their Powers, to conceive 
or apprehend the true and next reaſons or cauſes of ſuch Perfor- 
mances : To ſuch purpoſe Phil.' Melanchthon, lib. de anima; p.2.0. 
He had juſt before recited, Certas d:ſcriptiones Philifophicas, que 
fi d: preudis anima tantum quereretur, ntcunque monſtrarent,” aliqui4 
quod cogitari poteſt in materia fons eſſe attionum : nondum tamn 
prnitus hec. perſpicimus, & cur ita fattum fit [apientia eft artificis; 
neon noſtra. Pag. 112. he ſays, Maxime admirandum eff cirobruwn, 
quod eft domicilium, ac officina coritationum. And altho we -do 
not thorowly know the Subſtance and Operation of the 
Brain, nor the 4%; or, quorodo fuch things are wrought 11 it, 
bur muſt leave ſuch Knowledge to the Wiſdom of the Creator : 
Yet thus much, ſays he, Mn may know of it ; oriri ejus materiam 
a ſubtiliſſira parte ſ-minis & pl:na ſpirituum, que in formatione firtus; 
in illyn hominis arc:m ſunmam quaſi exeſtuat, cam epar, 'cor, 
v-nule inchoantur, And this derivation of. the Brain, anJ4 irs 
daily and known Performances, make it look very like a my 
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-#ia Cogitativa;; and as ſuch it ſhall. be left here, notwithſtand- 
ing our Author the 44 67 _—_—_ to the contrary, 

In this page he handles Matter, as if three of the Elements, 
viz. Water, Air, and Fire were no parts of Matter ; which 1 
paſs for an apparent miſtake : And he ſays, Matter cannot ac- 
quire Motion. of itſelf without thruſting of ſome other Body, or 
intrinſical. Motion of an immaterial Spirit. This is denied be- 
fore, and inſtances given of the Wind and Fire, which move 
themſelves and other things about them, during the whole con- 


-tinuance of their own. being. | 


P. 18. He fays, no parts of Matter, confrdered in themſelves, are 
Hot. or cold, white or black, bitter or ſweet ; and that they have nei- 
ther light or colour, heat or ſound; theſe are not, fays he, in Bodies 
abſolutely conſidered, but in our Eyes , Ears, and other Organs of 
Senſe. I anſwer, . Quod non ego credulus illi ; T grant Men cannor 

ceive ſuch qualities in» Matter but by means of their Senſes, 
but withal do believe that there are Light, and Bodies illumi- 

, tho Men ſhould not ſee them; ſo Sounds 'not heard, 
ſo Heat without Mens feeling it, diſcoverable enough by ſeeing 
it at a. diſtance, conſumption of the fewel, and rhe ſcorchr 
blackneſs of ſuch parts of the fewel as are left after ſuch a fire. 
Bur yet he will prove what he ſaid to be true, by an inſtance: 
For, ſays he, If glaſs that hath no colour at all be broke and braid into 
{mall parcels, thoſe ſmall parcels will look to be of a white colour, and 
yet truly they have no more colour in them than they had before, and 
that truly is none at all. 1 grant him there is in this inſtance a 
d:ceptio viſus, and that. the thing appears otherwiſe than it is : 


Shall it be concluded, that becauſe our Senſes are deceived in. 


{ome things, therefore we cannot truſt them in any thing ? there 
{eems {mall foundation for ſuch a concluſion. And I will there- 
uport put him another inſtance, viz. Put a ſtrait Stick into the 
water, preſentlyit will appear crooked, but take it out, and it will look 
ferait again, and was always ſo notwithſtanding its appearance. He 
may as well pretend to infer,that there arereally no crooked ſticks 

in 
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in Nature, as that Matter hath no real Qualities becauſe Men 
are deceived, in thinking his bray'd-Glaſs to be white. And *' 
yet he ſays, P, 19. That he hath ſufficiently proved his Aſſertion: 
Bur I beg his pardon, for thinking he is miſtaken. He fays 
there, That the Bualities in Bodies can no more be conceiued to be 
real, than Roſes or Honey can be thought to ſmell and taſte their own 
ſweetneſs. Had he- ſaid, than Roles haye a ſweet ſmell, or 
Honey a ſweet taſte, rhe ſaying might have been both coherent 
and trae; whereas now it {ecems to be neither. 

P. 20. He pretends to believe, and perſuade, that the Bo- 
dy of Man is a Senſeleſs piece of Matter, which hath neither 
colour, warmth, ſoftneſs, &c. He fays,. he hath proved this, 
bur I do not know where; and I beg his pardon for not beliey- 
ing him; For I muſt adhere to Thomas Didymus againſt him, 
truſting my own Senſes in their healthy and ſound Condition, 
to judge of their proper Objeds, placed at a reaſonable diſtance, 
and the fitting Sphere of their Activity, and aſſiſted by rhe ow 
dinary Powers of Human Perception or Judgment; which eaſily 
diſcovers,” that"the Sight is deceived, when it takes his bray'd- 
Glaſs to be really white, or my Stick in the water to be really 
crooked. He ſays farther, 7t 75 not Blood and Bones that can judge, 


._ "nor can the Head or Brain do it, as being only Body, and not ima- 
vinative. P. 21. But, (ayshe, Our apfrima reph, [and ſo they do] 
b 


That the Animal Spirits, and Tnſenfible Particles there reſiding, (viz. 
1H the Head and Brain) do attuate the common Senſe, Phanty, Me- 
wmory, Judgment and other Powers of the Underſfanding. To this 
he replies, the thing cannot be ſo; for that theifeSpirits muſt have 
each a determinate Figure, as Cubes, Spheres, Cones, &c. But this 
is not granted him; for I {ay rather, rhat theſe Spirits in the 
Head are Particles of the pureſt Blood Inflamed, glowing and 
lucid, irradiating the Brain, and all the Ventricles or Gencayi- 
ties of it, with the appendances of Apprehenfion and Memory 
thereunto belonging. He fays, We 4s not grind inanimate Corn 
into Living and Rational Meals and that Nails, Hair, Horns and 
Floofs, may bid as fair for Underſtanding as the fineſt Animl Spirit 

B f 
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of them all. To thisI anſwer, That the inflamed glowing Particles 
of Blood, called Spirits, are not in themſelves Sentient or Intel- 
ligent, but they are the Aus primns corporis Organici, viz. The 
Active Principle of Life, Motion, Senſe and Underſtanding in 
Man and Beaſt ; ſtimulating and aQing every Part and Organ 
of the Body to the performance of thoſe Duties for which by 
the Great Creator they were intended and made. Thoſe Spi- 
rits therefore Act the Eye to ſee, the Ear to hear, the. Tongue 
to ſpeak, the Liver to make blood, the Heart to purifie and re- 
fine it, the Underſtanding or Brain to apprehend, judge and re- 
member: It cannot make one Organ perform the FunCtion of 
another Organ, but acts eyery. Organ according to its proper 
Uſe and natural Capacity, And therefore-it is not the Soul or 
the Body that act, inable, or govern the Man, but the Man, by 
the aQtivity of his Soul, and the aptitude of his bodily Organs, 
doth all thoſe things which we daily ſee;are done amongſt us, 
aot by Soul or Body ſingly, but by the Virtues and Contexture 
of both together. 

For his {aying,that Men cannotgrind Corn into Livingand Rational 
Meal: If it have a meaning, it 7 Han rointend, that Corn cannot 
be ſo uſed as to effect Life and Rationality in Men; and if it 


be taken in that ſenſe, the opinion ſeems to be a very clear mis» , 


ſtake :- For-every days Experience ſhews, that Corn ground and 
made into Bread is one of the ſtrongeſt ſupports of Life, both 
for Man and Beaſt ; that concodted in the Stomach, is conyert- 
ed into Blood in the Liyer, purified in the Heart, ſent thence 
by the- Arteries into the Head and Brain, where becoming a Spi- 
rit inflam'd and lucid, it aQs in all the Organs, the Powers of 
Life, Motion, Senſes, and Underſtanding. And if ſuch Corn 
be Brewed. into Drink, we know it may be made ſo ſpirited, as 
a little-of: it- will yery much revive, quicken and cheriſh the 
Natural Faculties of Man and Beaſt, and particulary the diſ- 
cerning and rational Powers of Mankind, in increaſing activity 
and mettle both in Body. and Saul. We ſay of Wine, Mog:- 


rate 
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*.We read 1 S#n. 30. that Davi 
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rate ſumptum acuit ingenium. 1 Eſdras 3. Wine makes the mind of 
a B:grar equal to that of a King, and turns every thought into jollity. 


' This grows from the ſubrilty and activity of that Liquor, and 


the many and ſtrong Spirits which are in it, apt to take fire 
and be inflamed, and to burn till the whole Spirit of it be con- 
ſumed. And the Soul Material, is not only refreſh'd and ſtreng- 
thened by Corn and Wine, as well as the Body ; but the Soul 
generally of any ſort, material or&mmaterial, cannot live or 
continue in the Body without Breath, Blood, and daily or ſuffi- 
cient Nouriſhment. For the Blood, Moſes calls it, the life of the 
creature ; and ſays, the life is inthe blood, and as the life it makes 
atonement upon the Altar. As to the Breath, all Men know that 
if it be ſtopt but for a few moments, the Soul, if Material, 
will be extinguiſhed, and if Immarterial, will be diſlodged and 
driven away from its Body, not able to ſubſiſt there (even for 
a ſhort time) without breath ; which, how it ſhould be fo very 
needful for an Immaterial Soul I cannot conceive. Well, but 
farther, the Man muſt have daily, or ſufficient Nouriſhment, or 
elſe the Soul, as well as the Bod, , will find want of it, and the 
Man will decay by degrees, till for want of a ſupply, death and 
diſſolution —_ follow, if a ſupply benot had in time competent. 
"I at Ziklag found an Egyptian in 
thefield famiſhed, for he had neither eaten nor drunk in three 
days and three nights ; but they gave him Fruit and Water, upon 
which the Man's Spirit came again to him: ſo Jud. 15. Sampſon 
ready to die for thirſt, pray'd, and God claye a hollow place in 
the Jaw-bone, and there came water thereout, and when Sampſon 
had drunk, hs Spirit cam? again and he revived. In:both theſe 
caſes, if neceſſary Nouriſhment had not come in due time, the 
Perſons had died : for upon nouriſhment they revived; and Samp- 
ſon's Spirit came again to him and he revived. I demand what ſort 
of Spirit was this which came again and revived Sampſon? it {cems 
not one that was Immaterial, becauſe that needs nor, nor is capa- 
ble of nouriſhment : and therefore I conclude it was a Material 
Spirit, which needed Nouriſhment, and was capable of bein 
B 2 | | refreth 
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refreſhed and revived by it, as adding new Fuel for ſupporting- 


_ the flame of Life almoſt extinguiſhed for want of needful Nou- 
riſkhment. And yet, upon this revival, we find the Egyptians 
Underſtanding, Memory and Senſes were preſently recovered, 
of Which before his eating he had little or no uſe ar all. Whence 
it appears, that rational Powers are aCcted by this Spirit, which 
depends upon Nouriſhment, as failing and reviving with it. And 
from all this, it ſeems one May yenture to conclude that Corn 
may be converted into a living and rational Activity, as being a 
proper Nouriſhment for Man and Beaſt, and for their Bodies 
End Souls, one as well as the other ; as being ſo for the Man, 
who is a Contexture of both. 

His fix next Papes, viz. from 22 to 28, are intended to con- 
fute thoſe who affirm, that the ou or little Worlds were not 
created by God, but that they derive themſelves from an acci- 
dental Concourſe and Coheſion of Aroms. "Thar all were the 
Works of God, I am ready to grant, and to maintain, as well as 
he; but in his deſign to prove God's Providence and - Creation 
by the Imimateriality of human Souls, I judge he hath taken,a 
wrong Sow by the car. The Creation of the World by God; 


F grant to. be true; that the human Soul is irmngagerial, I hold 
not to be true : and I can but be ſorry to find our Preacher Falk  * 


len into the Inconvenience of endeavouring to prove that which 
15 true, by that which perhaps is not true. ky 
P. 28. He ſays, Men will objeft, the Powers and ACtions of forme 
. Brutes nearly approaching to human Realon, and with ſome wifible 
Glimpſes of Underſtanding ; and ſay they, if ”w_ things can be per= 
formed by the pure. Mechaniſm of their Bodies, then it is but raifing 
our Conceptions, and ſuppoſing Men to be Engines of a finer make and 
contexture, and the buſtneſs is done; for then the Objetfors will ſay, 
there needs no Immaterial Soul nor any Soul at all,for the ating of hn- 
man Faculties but the Mechaniſmof human Bodiesſhoald be enongh to att 
their Faculties, and perform all that by Men is uſually and natarally 
performed. 
P. 2.9. He quores the- other Opinion, viz. That Brutes have 
degrees of Reaſon, and their full Senſes, and Aﬀettions, and Moti- 
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ons, and therefore have Souls, and thoſe Immaterial. Our Prea- 
cher paſſes over both theſe Opinions as very indifferent things 
ro him, which of them be true; or whether either or neither of 
them be ſo. I have ſhewn before rthar both theſe Opinions are 
erroneous, Which he thought not fir to afferr* here, where it 
ſeems he properly ought to have done it,altho I doubtnor bur that 

he believes them to be ſo. Heſays We need not be concerned about 
the Truth in this point, viz. whether the Brutes are Machines, or: 
have Immortal Souls: bur I ſay, if either of theſe Opinions be- 
true, the whole Fabrick of Nature and Science would thereby be 
drawn into very great Differences and Alterations, and the point - 
is not indifferent ro others, whatſoever it be to him. Well, bat, 
ſays he, if Men be Machines, they can have neither Reaſon nor Senſe. © 
He ſhould have gone on and ſaid, but we know that Men have - | 
Senſe and Reaſon, and therefore they are not bare Machines (as. 
{ome pretend tomake men believe :) but inſtead of that fairerand.. 
truer Inference, it pleaſes him to deliver a Paradoxical and falla-.. 
cious Axiom of his own, uncoherently enough introduced, wiz. 
Ommipotency it ſelf cannot create cogitative Body, becanſe of an In».. 
capacity in_the Subje?, I have before ſpoken concerning Earth... 
pulverized and rarified into the tenuity of a Cloud, impregria-.. 
ted with ſteams and juices no leſs, but more fine and aﬆ+:e than. 
the Vegetable Souls or Spirits of Plants, mixed and irrigated, 
and, as it were, ſteep'd and ſoak'd by and with innumerable R+ . 


- vages and Sources, proceeding from Fountains and Ciſterns, with - 


which the outward World daily communicates, for ſupplying the - 
daily Decays of them. I conceive Matter thus conſtituted, im- 
pregnated, irrigated and enlivened, may, by Divine Power, be 
made copgitative. That the Inſets work according to Rules of. * 
Art and Science, I know none who can obſerye them and deny 
it : that Brutes have their Senſes, Aﬀetions, Patilions, Appe-- 
tites and Motions, all Men do grant, but the moſt blind and 


 wilfulamong rhe Cartefians ; alſo that they have Phanſie, Memo- .. | 


ry and Perceiyances, acted in and by their Brains, and Dr. Wills 
dif. lib. p. 59. lays, ia FHominibus 4 Brutis eadem prorſus eff con- . 
formatio,. 
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formatio organorum animalium. And the Evidences that Copitati- 
on and all gther rational As in Men, depend upon the Brain, 
and are performed in it and by it, ſeem to me ſo clear and unde- 
niable, as that joined to the reſt it may paſs for a ſtrong Proof, 
that the Brain of Man is cogitative Matrer, or very like it. 


And as to his pliraſing it, that Omnipotence it ſelf cannot make - 


cogitative Body, there may be applied a Saying-of Dr. W:llis, p. 5. 
ſuch Men it ſeems do think, quod Deus nihil amplius fabricare wale- 
at, quam quod homo' poſſit concipere aut effingere. Well, but our 
Preacher fays, this cannot be done becauſe of the Incapacity of the 
Subject ; rothis I anſwer, that Aarer's Rod laid upon the Taber- 
nacle was dry Wood, and ſeemed to be under an incapacity of 
bearing Fruit ; and yet inthe morning, by Divine Power, it had 
budded, and brought forth Bloſſoms and f prrare— Almonds : the 
Red Sea ſtood like Walls, and Fordar ſtaid its Waters from run- 
ning downwards : the Chaldear Fire forbore to burn God's Ser- 
yants, or ſo much as to ſinge their Cloths; all which are Aats 
.beyond the natural Capacities of the Agents of them : and fo 
was the multiplying of the Loaves and Fiſhes, under the Goſpel : 
and what will, our Preacher ſay to Matth. 19. 24. Hath a Camel 
the Capacity of going through the Eye of a needle 2 Chriſt ſays, 
with Mga this is impoſſible, but not with God, for with him all 
things are poſſible ; whence it ſeems poſſible with him to 
make cogitative Body, notwithſtanding our Preachers aſſurance 
to the contrary. 

That the cogitative Power very much depends upon the good 
Diſpoſition, Soundneſs and Temperament of the Brain, is a 
thing ſo well known as it ſeems to need very little confirmation. 
.David, Pſal. 146. 3. ſays, When the breath of man goeth forth he 
\ ſhall turn again to his earth, and then all his thoughts periſh, the new 

ranſlation reads, Mans breath goeth forth, he returns to his earth, 
.and that wery.day his thoughts periſh. The vg > his Thoughts 
-may be expounded his Intentions or Deſigns ; but more literal- 
ly and fully, it ſeems to intend the Man's power and faculty of 
Thinking, for the Man dead can think no more. But what is 
Fin 
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it that dies? our Preacher will deny that his Soul dies; and yet 
by Dearth the Man's Faculty of Thinking is certainly deſtroyed ; 
viz. by Death of the Body, and the Parts and Organs of it, 
ergo, the Body or ſome Organs of it are materia cogitativa. And 
the ſame may be further proved ex principiis : for during Child- 
hood, and whilſt the cogitative Parts and Organs are immature, 
we think like Children, but grown to maturity we put away 
childiſh Thoughts or modes of Thinking: and yet then, if the 
Brain happen to be clouded with Fumes from the Spleen or other - 
Diſtempers, or even by thoſe from Wine or Strong-drink, the 
Man cannot think orderly or rationally ; and in phrenetick Di- 
ſtempers Mens Thoughts rave and rove without Order or any 
Coherence or Connexion at all: in Diſeaſes where the Head is 
ſtupified, as Apoplexies, the Man becomes temporally incapa- 
ble of any Thoughts at all. From all which I colle&, that the 
Particles of Blood inflamed, aſcending from the Heart unto the 


Head, are there further rarified, and made lucid, irradiating 


the Brain, and the Ventricles thereof; and that to theſe Spirits 
and Organs God hath imparted a diſcerning Faculty or Power, 
and that when theſe Organs are ſound and perfeR; and the fla- 
ming Particles clear, bright and lucid, they work to a ion 
of degrees in the Minds, Reaſon and Thoughts of Men; unto 
which God adds, when he pleaſes, afflatum divini numinis, and 
that accumulates an excellency of PerfeQtion:to Man, and in him, 
of thinking, inventing and diſcerning. 

P. 31. Our Preacher ſays, he hath ſufficiently ſhewn that 
Senſe and Perception can never be the produd? of any kind of Matter or 
Motion. And if this be true, let our Readers make themſelves . 
the Judges. Well, but, ſays he, if this cannot be corporeal, - it muſ®  : 
come from an incorporeal Subſtance within us. If he will take a mas» - 


terial Spirit for an incorporeal Subſtance, we are agreed ; bur if E 


he will have this incorporeal Subſtance to be an immaterial, intel 


lgent, angelical Spirir, I anſiver, he hath nor proved thene» © 


ceſſity of its being ſo, nor that the thing is ſo; nay here: he 
confelles, we cannot conceive the manner of-our Souls Action _ 
and 


- 


They cannot ſee, or any ways perceive it, is not reaſonable : and 
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"and Paſſion, nor what hold it can lay on the Body, when. it yo- 
luntarily moyes it : this is what we cannot conceive of ſuch a 
Soul. But I deſire -him to tell ns what he doth conceiye or 
know concerning ſuch a Soul; that he will evince ro Reaſon, 
quod fit ! quid fit ? unde oritur ? quando ingreditur ? ubi refidet ? 
quomodo operatur ? an ſeparatim ſubſiſtit 2 quo avolat deficiente corpo- 


re 2 If he can teach ſcientifically coheerning theſe Points, his 


word will be better taken in many other things ; and yet eyen 
then I could hardly credit his next Aſſertion, viz. tho we cannot 
conceive the Soul nor its paris yet we are as certain of them as of 


3 any Mathematical Truth whatſoever, which I both can conceive, and 


may be eafily demonſtrated to me. The Truth and Reaſonableneſs 


- -of this on ſhall be left to thoſe who are at leiſure to conſi- 


der of them. 

P. 32. He confeſſes his Ignorance in cauſes of Mens Pleaſure, 
Pain, Sleep, Activity, he fays, ths Knowledge exceeds Man's 
narrow Faculties, and is out of the reach of our Diſcovery : he dif 
«ccrns excellent Final Cauſes of rhe vital Conjundion of Body 
and Soul, but the Inſtrumental he knows not, nor how they 
are united or tied togerher ; he reſolves all into God's good 
Pleaſure ; , but he ſhews us no Evidence that it is, or ever 
was, his Pleaſure, to inform Mankind by an Immarterial , 
Intelligent Spirit , which is capable of living in a State,of 
Separation the . Body. And if Corporeal Powers be 
:confeſſedly too hard for him, it may feem ſtrange he ſhould 
attempt upon the Diſquiſirion , concerning the Being - and 
olenn of an Immaterial Soul in Man, without ſo much as 


ing to make any poſitive proof of the Thing, from the 
Grounds either of Reaſon or Scripture. I am not able to credit 
his bare Word for it, nor his negative proof, that it muſt 


|. be fo, becauſe he thinks it cannot be otherwiſe. Theſe per- 


ſuaſions ſeem of fmall force, with thoſe who think the thing 
anay be otherwiſe, and is truly fo. 
P..35. He thinks, that for Men to deny the Soul, becauſe 


it 
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ir ſcems to me full as' unreaſonable to prove that man hath ah 
Immarerial Soul, becayſe God 'aannot' creare Coghtating Body: 
"P36; He ſays, He neither can, nor will Command "ve to come 
from Heaven to conſume his oppeſers, 'It'is well he 'ownsthe de- 
fe of his power, and ir may be, that therefore he will not do 
it: For that page 26. he ſays, Banging and Buſfeting into Reaſon 
is the moſt proper. and effetiual to be WS againſt his oppoſers.: It 
is, fays he, the vigorous Execution of L906 s, and not Rational 
Diſcourſes only, that muſt bt uſed to reclaims ſuch profane Pevſous. He 
means Laws ſo good as to Eſtabliſh his Opinion, and ſer f 
Penalties upon all others who dare profeſs to believe.otherwiſe. 
So did Sal, he haled Men and Women and commitred them 
to Priſon, becauſe they believed, and worſhipt after a way 
which he thought Herefie. So did the old Romans; and 
ſo do the Romaniſts, the Turks , and the French King; 
are all of our Preachers mind, viz. 'The Opinion which pre- 
vails and hath moſt worldly Power ſhall do beſt, to make {e- 
yere Laws with my againſt their competitors ; 
and this is all that Men can do: And this our Preacher de- 
fires ſhould be done on the behalf of his "Opinion ;''and' this 
courſe detes firſt his own Inclination : and next, that he 
hath no = confidence in the force of his own Arpgy ; 
— eS poney try nan” rn ot ' means 
ikely to prevai ucing his oppoſers from their x 
were M Veen, forgetting the old Obſervation, Hodie mihi, ian 
tibi; the Opinion' cried ' up to day, may fall to morrow : He 
who thinks he ſtands may Fl : and.therefore our Lord's dire» 
Qtion is wiſe and good, as ye wotld men ſhould do unto you, even fo 
do ye unto them. And in Miſtakes of the Judgmedr, Menſhoulc 
remember, that none can come to Chriſt but whom the Father draws, 
which it ſeems ſhould paſs for an Ar; inducing Moderati- 
on and Forbearance towards our miſtaken, and therefore diſ- 
ſenting Brethren, in Opinions which do not indiice, or encoy- 
rage to an ill Prattice or Courſe of Life,  » 000 

Thus haveT'rraced our Prevcher, 4nd followed him with Ob- 
{crvation through all the Pages _ his Sermon, which concerti 

the 


the Imrhateriality of a human'Soul. His Promiſe made P. x3. to 
_ prove there .is an mugs) foul in Dy, Romy fomembar un- 
appily 'performed, and yery unſucceſsfully ; for he offers no-po 

Gee r $8 50 all; and Mm Proof feems very infuſficicn 
for the ſupport of ſo great a Streſs and Burthen as he hath laid 
upon it. And it ſhall be left ro the Opinion of our Peruſers 
whether he have well performed his bold Undertaking and Pro- 
miſe or not. | Ready however to accept of and to defire/a future 


performance of that which yer ſeems to. be inſufficiently atrem- | 


pted. He ſaid, 7 will prove there is an Immaterial Soul in Man. 1 
think this Sermon to be no performance of this Promiſe ; and I 
do not belieye that our Preacher hath faid all, nor the beſt r 

he is able to ſpeak to that purpoſe : he my conſider an hon 

Man ought to. be as good as his word, and. what he performs 
not at one time he will endeavour to effet at another, as far as 
his Power or Talent can be extended. What he hath done to 
that purpoſe in this Sermon, ſeems to me very infirm and little 
conſiderable, as depending upon Mens opinions what, God is a- 
ble todo.  OurLord hi lf rells us, that with God all things are 
poſſible ; and it ſeems ſomewhat'an odd Aſſertion, that the Inca- 
pacity of Matter ſhould hinder God from making what he will 
out-of it; whereas it ſeems rather, that he who made Matter out 
of nothing, can make any thing out of any Matter, and many 
other things than Men can imagine ;- and the moſt Miracles are 
acted either contraryto, or above and beyond the natural Capa- 
cities of the Agents therein imployed. If the rhing* which he 
promiſed to prove be really true, ic-ſcems he ſtands engaged for 
the Proof of it, in the beſt manmeramd with the beſt ſtrength he is 
able, aſſiſted -by. his. Reading, Contemplation and Conference. 
The: Point isof weighty Conſideration, and he hath built upon 
it the Power and Providence of a Deity ; whence it ſeems he 
" ſtands engaged to, make the Immateriality of a human Soul, 


and its Subliſtence in a ſeparate ſtate from the, Body. This if 


{cientifically-he can and does do, or with any apparent probabi- 
hey, he. ſhallbe Magnus Apollo, and receive Commendations ac- 
cordingly ; and if he fail. or fall ſhort in the, Attempr, no more 


will 
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will be ſaid by his preſent Opponent, than mugnis excidit aufis : 
AS magnum, ic Mer Ta" $7 the Undertaking, and that he may 
not excidere aufts, his Forces are to be employed in the per-- 
formance of that ſervice to the Church and tothe World. In this 
Sermon he hath forborn the Quotation of Scripture, as diſputing 
with Perſons who refuſed to accept the Authority of it : bur if 
he ſhall think fit to ſtick to his word, and to prove or endea-- 
your to prove, that the human Soul is an Immaterial, Intelli 
Spirit, he will therein have to do with ſome who are ns. 
fubmit to the Rules and Authoriry of Scri , and to be tried 
by them, as well as by the Rules and Experiments extracted- 
from Nature and Reaton: he will then, I hope, make uſe of 
that Holy Book to fortifie his Tenet, and deſcendere in arenam,. 
armed with his beſt Forces drawn out of all Gariſons and Maga-- 
Zines, fit for ſuch a deſign; ſo may his Proof appear inrhe beſt 
manner that he can rm it; and why not in the beſt man--. 
ner, that the ſame can be performed 2 my deſire is to ſee it done: 
in ſuch manner ; ready ro ſubmit ro Truth made viſible in any 
intelligible manner whatſoever. We have learnt, that whatſoever - 
doth make manifeſt s Light ; the preſent Sermons ſeems to have. 
little of that Light which manifeſts; but I expe that when he- 
ſhall undertake to write ex profeſſo upon this ſubje, and to- 
make full proof of his Aſſertion according to his promiſe, that. 
then his Arguments ſhall place Truth in fo good a Light, and. 
ſer it out in ſuch natural and lively Colours, as thereby ſhe may: 
be caſily diſcovered for what ſhe is. And upon ſuch a Diſco-- 
very, no Man well meaning and intelligent, who dare truſt his.. 
Faculties, but will be ready with open Arms to accept and em-- 
brace her whom all profeſs to ſeek; tho room with [xion's 
Fate, embrace a Cloud inſtead of Juno, My 
confide, in ſome Meaſure, that he will endeavour jt rye x 
his quoted Promiſe, in the beſt manner that he is able ; and! 
thereupon my deſire ſhall be, that Truth may be- his Aim; 


and that ſhe may fulfil what Eſdras declares of her, viz. Thar _ ES 


She may endure, be ſtrong, and live, and conquer for evermore... © 


FINIS. PE 


Ing is to. 


+> ll 


